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Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
Suite 11-500
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100WestRandolph
Chicago,IL 60601

Subject: PetitionofNoveonInc. for anAdjustedStandard

To themembersoftheBoard,

I havebeenthePlantControllerfor NoveonInc in Henrysince1998andaprofessional
accountantfor over20 years. Oneofmy mainjobs is to evaluateoptionsandrecommenda
courseof actionbasedon theverifiablefactsfor agivenproblem. It is alwaysnecessaryto
gatherthefactsto supportordisclaimstatementssuchas“It’s runninggreat”or“We’re making
(or losing) a lot ofmoneyon thatproduct”.

Manyofthefactspresentedin thehearingsontheabovepetitionareoutsidemy areaof
expertise.Theywerealsooutsidethescopeofmostofthemedia,someofwhom admiftedas
much. As theywererequiredto submitsomethingthattheirreaderswouldunderstand,it seemed
like muchofthecoveragetendedtowardstatementsthatmakeinterestingreadingbutmayor
maynotbesupportedby facts. I wasdisappointedto hearsimilarstatementsfrom theE.P.A.,
suchas“...thebiggestsourceofwaterpollution in Illinois”.

Evidencepresentedbywitnessesshouldbe supportedby facts. Statementsfrom thepublic
shouldberelevantto thecaseat hand. Mediacoverageshouldhaveno placein the decision
process.

I amconfidentthat theBoardwill considerjust thedocumentedfactsandrelevantpublic opinion
in reachingadecisionthatis in thebestinterestsofboththeenvironmentandthe economyof
this areaandthestate.Thankyou for yourtimeandconsideration.

Regard,~,

-7L~L
ThomasNewby
Noveon,Inc.
HenryPlantController


